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campus center plans finalized

Obama’s controversial executive
order addresses U.S. border problems
and attempts to fix U.S. immigration
issues. But questions remain about its
legality and future effectiveness. Page 3

Stalking Stuffers

Groundbreaking for the new campus center is to begin on April 9th, and the center will tentatively be finished in April 2016.

Worried you won’t get your roomate
the perfect Christmas gift? Here
are some tips to help you find out
what they really want. Page 4

Rediger will soon be
ready for reconstruction
thanks to careful planning
and generous donors
Lexie V. Owen
Staff Writer

Lights, Camera, Africa

On Thursday lumni Katie Taylor showed the
incredible and encouraging work from her
organization Film School Africa.v Page 6

Quarterback down

The running quarterback has been a
short-lived ideal due to the success of game
plans committed to stop them. Page 7

Shooting for Glory

Everyone knows the tradition of Silent
Night, but the mystery remains: Who will
shoot tonight’s golden basket? Page 8

Final details for the design of the Larita R. Boren Campus Center have been
determined and are currently being
drawn up.
“We had the majority of the plans
finalized two weeks ago,” said Vice
President of Business Administration Ron Sutherland. “There are just
a couple of areas we’ve been adjusting. Hopefully in the next week we’ll
have the last questions answered.”

A few significant changes have been
made to the original plan for the center. These changes mainly involve the
dining area and the plan to move the
campus store.
“The project had grown to a size we
didn’t know if we could afford,” Sutherland said. “We began prioritizing what
had to be in the space. We moved some
offices around and removed a classroom, which wasn’t critical. We decided
to leave the campus store in the dome
and have a small retail space hopefully
located next to the food space.”
In addition, the Stuart Room will now
become the planned space for Taylor
World Outreach and intercultural programs. The university also requested
that Chick-fil-A act as a food provider,

but this proposal is still under review.
A significant amount of funds were
raised for the building in the past three
months alone. At the beginning of
the semester, $4.1 million in gifts and
pledges were secured. Funding for the
Campus Center has now reached $18.4
million out of $20 million. The objective is to secure the final $1.6 million
by the end of January 2015.
“We’re grateful to the significant
generosity by alumni, parents and
friends in the past three months,” said
Vice President for University Advancement Ben Sells. “Based on fundraising,
progress, construction planning and
Board of Trustee approval, a tentative
groundbreaking date is April 9, 2015.”
By May 31, 2015, the staff working in
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Taylor’s graduation
surpasses rates at national,
peer institutions
David Adams
Co-Editor in Chief
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Victory laps and super senior year—
two terms for taking an extra year
to graduate at Taylor. Two terms
that describe what may be a national epidemic.
The majority of students at public
U.S. colleges and universities fail to

complete bachelor’s degrees in the
standard four-year period, according
to a study Complete College America
(CCA) published Monday. An alliance
of 35 states make up CCA; no state’s
on-time graduation rates are high.
At non-flagship state universities
nationwide, fewer than 1 in 5 students graduate with bachelor’s degrees on time. At flagship universities,
which focus on research, just over 1
in 3 students finish in four years. In
Indiana, CCA’s report stated 17 percent of students at non-flagship state

institutions graduate with bachelor’s
degrees in four years, while 42 percent
of students at flagship schools do.
In explanation for the dismal rates,
CCA’s report pointed to a variety of
factors. Low ratios of academic advisers to students, ineffective remedial programs, students failing to take
enough credits each semester and
failure of credits to transfer between
universities are the top factors contributing to poor four-year graduation rates.
At Taylor and other Council for
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the building will need to be relocated. A temporary location has not yet
been decided.
“We’ll be getting all new seats in
Rediger with new flooring throughout the whole space, along with new
lights and new sound at some level,”
Sutherland said.
Renovation work will begin on the
chapel area during the summer and
will hopefully be finished by Dec. 1,
just in time for campus Christmas
events such as Sing Noel. Meanwhile,
chapels during the fall will most likely
be held in Odle Arena or outdoors in
good weather.
According to Sells, construction
will take 11–12 months with a tentative opening scheduled for April 2016.
Christian Colleges & Universities
(CCCU) schools, the graduation situation isn’t quite as dire.
In Taylor’s class of 2014, 66 percent of seniors graduated on time,
according to the university’s student
consumer information. In the class
of 2012, 67 percent graduated within
four years, and an additional 7 percent graduated within six years.
Taylor’s graduation rates surpass
the CCCU average, even compared to
the CCCU’s six-year graduation rates.
Across the CCCU’s 115 member institutions, just 54 percent of students
entering in 2006 had graduated by
2012. Graduation rates varied from
26 to 88 percent across the member institutions.
The key problem with low graduation rates at any institution, CCA’s report pointed out, is the high cost of
a fifth or subsequent year of college.
At Indiana state institutions, a fifth
year will cost students $67,952 on average: $22,625 in cost of attendance
and $45,327 in lost wages.
Substituting Taylor’s cost of attendance in that equation brings the
total cost of a fifth year at Taylor to
$85,069, using Taylor’s cost of attendance according to 2013–14 College
Navigator data from the Department
of Education.
Improving on-time graduation
rates is a national concern, CCA stated. The report advocated providing academic maps for students to
guide them in planning their courses of study, supporting them through
academic advising and closely monitoring student progress throughout
their educational careers.
At Taylor, a realistic goal for graduation rates is 80 percent, according to Institution Research Analyst
Steve Dayton. Even so, he said, “If we
reached 80 percent, we would not
want to stop there.”
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“We’re excited for this course to be a space where
students are able to reflect on what God is calling
them to and what that means both as they engage
community at Taylor and life beyond.”
From neuroscience to national security
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TOP FIVE NEWS EVENTS OF THE WEEK

California rain brings mudslide fears

Cleveland cop who shot 12-year-old
slammed for ‘immaturity’ in past job
cnn.com

abcnews.go.com

Judge rules Indiana abortion clinic
law is unconstitutional
indystar.com

Chokehold death, other cases
spark protests, calls for reform
cnn.com
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Boehner vows to avoid government
shutdown with help from Democrats
reutersnews.com

Taylor on ice
Students slip and slide
in winter conditions

Ally Horine & Julia Oller
News Co-Editors

Photograph by Katelyn S. Irons

Walking on these sidewalks can be just as difficult as passing an Organic Chemistry comprehensive exam.

As winter arrives, GPAs aren’t the only
things students fear will fall.
“Tuesday morning I almost slipped
on the ice six times,” said junior Sophie Welch.
Facilities Services clears the two
miles of roads, five miles of sidewalks and numerous parking lots on
campus. In severe conditions, such as
the storm in early January 2014, crews
clear snow continuously.
Although Facilities Services does
sprinkle ice melt on slippery paths
and roads, it’s cost—both financially
and environmentally—requires that it
only be applied in certain conditions.
When the temperature dips below 15
to 20 degrees Fahrenheit, the Ice Melt
no longer works effectively. Conversely, in warmer weather crews might
only need to plow.
Chief of Police Jeff Wallace said
that while roads and sidewalks
can’t all be cleared at the same
time, Facilities Services does the
best they can.
“When the weather gets really bad,
just be patient,” Wallace said. “Give
them a chance to do their thing—it
works out better for everybody.”
According to Wallace, most vehicle accidents on campus result from

a lack of common sense on the part of
the driver. Wallace said that students
and staff members have a responsibility to exercise extra caution while
walking or driving in poor weather
conditions.
Minor accidents and vehicles getting stuck in the snow occur most
often in parking lots due to the inability of trucks to plow around
parked cars. On Tuesday, the university sent out an email detailing
procedures for student vehicles this
winter in an effort to prevent parking lot mishaps.
Campus Police is willing to help dig
students out when they are in deep,
but the best way to prevent accidents
is to limit unnecessary trips. To cut
down on cars on the road, the police
force offers rides around campus to
anyone who asks.
Because police officers remain on
campus overnight, they send weather reports to Facilities Services to notify them of the best times to plow.
Wallace said that even though there’s
no perfect system to deal with bad
weather, collaboration across departments allows the process to be as efficient as possible.
Ultimately, Wallace said, the weather is an unpredictable force that can
keep crews working around the clock.
“There’s no perfect system when
weather like that hits. We just want
to make sure we’re doing everything
we can to provide as much of a service
(as we can),” Wallace said.

From neuroscience to national security
New courses offered
for spring semester
Katelyn S. Irons

writing and discussion—plus
some good stories from my time
in the field.”

Photojournalist

With finals fast approaching, many
students are still figuring out what
classes to take next semester. Those
who want to explore topics outside of
their majors might want to check out
these unique course offerings.

Intelligence
Intelligence and National Security (POS 370), a new political science
class, is being offered next spring.
This course, open to all majors,
will be a comprehensive overview
of the U.S. intelligence system and
give practical knowledge about students’ potential roles in the fields
related to intelligence. It will also
delve into the legal, ethical and political dimensions that Christians
will have to think about, according
to director of the Taylor Fund Tony
Manganello, who will be teaching
the course.
“We’re offering this course in order to see what the market might
be for security-related courses in
the POS department and at Taylor,” Manganello said. “(Students
should expect) plenty of reading,

Neuroscience
Neuroscience and the Soul (PSY 370)
is a spring psychology course in its
second year being taught by psychology professor Mark Cosgrove. While
the class does not count for foundational core requirement, it is open
to any student interested in science.
The class will study neuroscience and
questions on the relationship between
mind, body and soul. Cosgrove plans
to use readings from philosophers and
theologians in addition to scientific research to examine the mind.

Drew Moser and Jess Fankhauser
Spring 2015 as a one credit hour class.
Moser, the director of the Calling and
Career Office, and Fankhauser, assistant director, hope to inspire students
of all majors to find God’s calling.

“We’re excited for this course to
be a space where students are able
to reflect on what God is calling
them to and what that means both
as they engage community at Taylor
and life beyond,” said Fankhauser.

“Students should expect to engage
the ideas of vocation and calling
as they specifically relate to their
lives. The course will focus heavily
on discussion and guided personal reflection.”

Meteorology
Still need an earth science foundational core requirement? Principles
of Meteorology and Climate (ENS
270) will examine atmospheric processes and climate change issues.
Students will learn how to interpret
maps, make observations and forecast weather. This course will be
taught by professional meteorologist Jason Berry.
Vocation
Vocation: Living a Faithful Response (IAS 216) will be taught by
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“Surrendering is not an act of
cowardice. It is the courage to act
on a promise. To surrender is not to
fail, it is a silent denunciation of a
heartless government.”
Hong Kong Occupy protest founders
surrendur to police
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New immigration policy
ambitious but faces opposition

Photograph provided by Wikimedia Commons user Duffman

Obama’s order will beef up enforcement on the U.S.-Mexican border.

An analysis of Obama’s
new immigration policy
Tom Gbean
Contributor

Obama’s controversial decision to
reform the U.S. immigration policy caused an uproar on Capitol Hill.
The executive order led to questions
about whether the president acted
lawfully and what challenges may lie
ahead for the new immigration laws.
The first section of the order aims
to crack down on illegal immigration at the border. Obama hopes to
accomplish this goal by directing

more border patrol agents along the
Mexican border, according to Whitehouse.gov.
In other words, more border patrol
personnel will be allocated to southern states bordering Mexico. The only
collaborative effort stemming from
the order is between the Department
of Justice (DOJ) and courts designed
to deal with the immigration process.
Together, they will work to remove recent illegal immigrants.
Instead of focusing on deporting illegal immigrants already living in the
U.S., the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) will concentrate its resources on national security threats,

serious criminals and recent border-crossers. Actions taken by the
DHS will increase the likelihood that
people attempting to cross the border illegally will be apprehended
and deported.
There are also philanthropic aspects to the executive order. New laws
require the DOJ to take steps to protect, expand and strengthen options
for victims of crime and trafficking
that were brought here illegally. This
will be done by making visas more
accessible.
While the steps don’t grant permanent residence to illegal immigrants
or refugees taking asylum in the U.S.,

these steps still raise questions about
those people renewing their visas
indefinitely.
As a means of keeping illegal immigrants accountable, the DHS will
expand on the existing Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
program. The program allows immigrants that arrived in the U.S. before
their 16th birthday and before June
2007 to be eligible for a renewable
work permit and exemption from
deportation.
USA Today reported the biggest
challenge government agencies face
is coping with the paperwork caused
by the influx of undocumented immigrants. Agencies worry because
over 700,000 people applied for DACA
when it began in 2012.
The Cato Institute estimated an additional 300,000 young immigrants
could be eligible for DACA under the
new order. But not all of those qualified will come forward because the legalization is temporary. Among other
factors, many undocumented immigrants fear giving the federal government their identity information.
The immigration policy will also
crack down on companies that hire
undocumented workers. Businesses
hiring undocumented immigrants
undermine the wages of all workers,
according to Whitehouse.gov. This
new step ensures all individuals play
by the rules to boost the economy.
Also included is a plan to expand
immigration options for business
owners and entrepreneurs based on
income thresholds. Income thresholds are levels of income where a person begins paying income taxes. This
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prevents individuals from qualifying
for public benefits, such as welfare
or tax credits under the Affordable
Care Act.
Advocates of the president’s executive order believe the law is good and
helpful policy. Stan Veuger, a research
fellow at the American Enterprise Institute sees the policy as a measure
that brings a sense of safety to many
undocumented families who currently reside in the U.S. He also believes
the law will allow immigrant families
to participate in the economy.
In opposition to Obama, Texas and
17 other states filed a lawsuit against
the president’s executive order on
Wednesday–arguing the action is illegal, according to the Wall Street Journal. The states involved are mainly
Southern states with some Midwestern ones, including Indiana. Texas
governor-elect Greg Abbott claims
the president acted unconstitutionally in passing the executive order. He
cited Article 1 Section 3 of the Constitution, which states the president
“shall take care that the law be faithfully executed.”
In response to the lawsuit, White
House officials affirm the president’s actions are within his legal
authority. They are confident the
Supreme Court set a precedent for
presidents to take executive action
on immigration.
In short, there are still many aspects
of the immigration law that need to
be worked out. But despite the difficulties, both Congress and the president will have to work together if the
results are to be long-lasting.

Hong Kong Occupy protest founders surrender to police
Protests to continue despite
leaders turning themselves in
Mackenzi Klemann
Contributor

The three founders of the Hong Kong
Occupy Central protests turned themselves in to authorities on Wednesday,
following increasingly brutal police
crackdowns on the movement this
weekend.
Leaders said they could no longer
guarantee the safety of protesters
and encouraged dissidents to back
down following a clash with police
late Sunday. Al Jazeera reported that
dozens of people were injured in the
clash—one of the worst nights of violence during the movement’s three
month period.
“As we prepare to surrender, we
three urge the students to retreat, to
put down deep roots in the community and transform the movement,” Occupy leader Benny Tai said at a press
conference on Tuesday, according to
Al Jazeera.
Occupy leaders also stated that by
turning themselves in, they wished
to further protesters’ aims while respecting the rule of law.
The co-founders were joined
by 62 other protesters, the LA
times reported.

Each of the three founders were
released and allowed to walk free in
what the LA Times called “an innocuous administrative procedure.” Hong
Kong Police said they will investigate
the matter.
Since the movement began, there
has been more than 300 demonstrators arrested. Prosecutors in Hong
Kong and their superiors in Beijing
must determine how aggressively
they wish to prosecute protesters.
Charges range from assault, obstruction of police and possession of
an offensive weapon to unlawful assembly. More serious charges, such as
rioting, can carry a 10-year sentence.
“Surrendering is not an act of cowardice,” Tai said, according to Al Jazeera. “It is the courage to act on a
promise. To surrender is not to fail,
it is a silent denunciation of a heartless government.”
Many protesters refused to leave,
though, and announced a hunger
strike beginning Tuesday.
“The occupy campaign needs to be
escalation, occupation of more areas or maybe government buildings,”
Wong Yeung-tat, a member of protest group Civic Passion, told the New
York Times this week. “The campaign
at this stage has become too stable.”
Some agitators are frustrated with

Photograph provided by Aaron Tam/Agence France-Presse (Getty Images)

Tensions between various protest groups grow as adversarial groups like Civic Passion take on more prominent roles.

the meek approach of most protesters and argue only stronger action
will force real changes from the Hong
Kong government and Chinese Communist Party.
Beginning in September, students
and activists gathered outside the
Hong Kong government headquarters and occupied several major
intersections to protest electoral restrictions proposed by Beijing government officials. Several hundred
demonstrators breached the formerly

public Civic Square—which had been
barred from the public since July—
and have continued to engage in civil disobedience.
Hong Kong’s police response to
demonstrators has at times been violent. Authorities called for an official
end to protests on Oct. 6, which was
ignored by protesters.
The pro-democracy demonstrators are mostly students and young
activists led by several groups and organizations. The protests, which are

taking place at three base camps in
Hong Kong, are largely peaceful. But
as adversarial groups, such as Civic
Passion, take on a more prominent
role, tensions between various protest groups grow.
According to the New York Times,
the future of the movement remains
uncertain as local residents have
grown uneasy with the constant presence of protesters and the increasing
influence of agitators.

AROUND

THE WORLD
Fast-food workers and other low-wage
employees in 190 U.S. cities took part in
strikes and protests Thursday. They demand
a base wage of $15 per hour and the right to
form unions. (Al Jazeera America)

Russia and Turkey signed several major
trade and energy deals. Russia agreed to
reduce the natural gas price for Turkey
by six percent next year. Russia also will
supply it with an additional three billion
cubic meters of natural gas. (Al Jazeera)

Photograph provided byThe All-Nite Images (Flickr)

The Vatican discovers
hundreds of millions
of euros “tucked away”
in accounts of various
Holy See departments.
(Reuters)

Kenyan police say they cracked
a cyber crime center being
run by 77 Chinese nationals in
the Kenyan capital of Nairobi.
(BBC)

Photograph provided by Reuters/Tony Gentile

Photograph provided by ehackingnews.com

Photograph provided by Reuters

Photograph provided by The Russian Presidential
Press and Information Office

The Islamic State attacked one of
the Syrian government’s air bases
Thursday. The base is one the last
remaining strongholds in the east of
the country. At least 19 Syrian soldiers
and militiamen were killed. (Reuters)
Photograph provided by International Business Times
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Do’s and Don’ts of Silent Night
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Scream away your dead week
stress at Silent Night in style
Gracie Fairfax
Staff Writer

It’s that time of year again, folks.
A time to celebrate Christmas and
the wrapping up of classes, to channel your creativity and unleash the
screams you’ve wanted to unleash on
your professors all week. While some
refer to Silent Night as the greatest
tradition in college basketball, remember, in reality, it is the most rewarding and thrilling group therapy
session you have ever attended.
To best prepare, allow me to introduce to you the do’s and don’ts of this
festive affair.

Do’s:
1. Wear clothing

While many men believe “dressing
up” means “dressing down,” I am here
to tell you, it does not. Wear footie pajamas, nightgowns, banana or gorilla
suits. Go crazy with your outfit, but
for the sake of your fellow students—
wear clothes, not the gold speedo
you’ve had in your top drawer all year.

2. Wear something that lights
up
While some may say you are too
flashy, don’t believe them—the more
attention, the better. This is not a
night to be subtle. If you have a plastic bling star necklace that flashes
like a strobe light, put it on and never take it off.

3. Be creative

Everyone has seen footie pajamas,

Stalking stuffers
How to find out what
your roommate really
wants for Christmas
Austin Lindner
Staff Writer

It’s a classic conundrum. As finals
week rolls around the corner, Christmas is just days away and you still
don’t have that perfect present for
your roommate.
Gift-giving for roommates is no
simple holiday feat. The stakes are
high. If you fail to find a present that
shows just how well you and your
roomie know each other, they could
be out your door in a flash, moving into off-campus housing without you. (Especially if you followed

the “How to Scare Your Roommate
with DIY Halloween Crafts” article’s advice.)
You don’t want to make
a gift card the last straw before
your roommate abandons you for
a guy or girl with some real Christmas cheer.
Fortunately, there are many
sneaky methods to find the perfect
gift for your roommate, falling into
three different categories.

1. Become them for a day
This simple technique has worked
for desperate roommates since the
dawn of time. The goal here is to
get inside your roommate’s mind,
essentially claiming his or her identity for a day until you can predict

but nobody has seen an authentic
candle costume complete with real
wax and a real flame. While it may
sound high risk in terms of safety, it’s
definitely low risk in the “that stranger is matching me” department.

4. Stay Hydrated

Students have been known to pass
out at functions this time of year—especially when the temperature rises
in people-packed venues. While this
should not alarm you, remember the
saying “hydrate or die.”

5. Get a picture with the Habeckers at Hollapalooza

On this cold winter night, the first
faOn this cold winter night, the first
family will walk among us, wearing
PJs. Do not miss the opportunity to
snag a picture with Taylor’s classiest
couple clad in their finest linens. It
may even make a great profile picture

for your LinkedIn account.

Don’ts:
1. Be too cool for school

Silent Night is an opportunity to
channel your inner child. While you
may think your jeans and t-shirt will
keep you from standing out, you will
stand out because you look lame
when everyone else is looking their
Christmas best. Don’t be that freshman—you will learn the hard way.

2. Skip this event

Even if you’re a senior and you think
it Even if you’re a senior and you think
it would be better to stay in and watch
“How I Met Your Mother” on Netflix,
Silent Night is still relevant and completely necessary to your life. Put on
your pajamas and head to the KSAC.

3. Stay silent after the 10th

what he or she wants most for
the holidays.
Now, you can’t do this half-heartedly. If this method is going to
work, you have to go for it all the
way. The first step is to hijack the
wardrobe—socks, scarves, underwear, everything. Once you’ve put
on their favorite outfit, the next step
would be to attend classes and other commitments as your roommate.
If anyone asks what you are doing,
respond like your roommate would.
For this method, the more you get
lost in character, the better. If you
do this right, at the end of the day
you shouldn’t even know who you
are. Even if you completely lose your
sanity in the process, you’ll know
one thing—what your special roomie wants for Christmas.

way and become your roommate for
the day, this is the next best option.
Now when I say stalk, I don’t mean
follow your roommate around for
a few hours giggling and posting
pictures on Instagram. I mean spy
for more than a day, taking detailed
notes and recording observations
about his or her reactions and behavior patterns.
Make sure to write down everything, including who they’re texting, if he or she blows their nose
and how many times he or she goes
to the bathroom. At the end of your
36-hour stalking period, find a quiet
place to analyze your pages of notes.
If you still can’t decipher the perfect gift from your data, kidnap a
psychology major and see what they
can come up with.

2. Stalk them
If you’re not willing to go all the

3. Mind games
Manipulating your roommate’s

STUDENT DEVELOPMENT + PRACTICAL THEOLOGY

Columnist

Scholars in the student development concentration put theory into
practice through Wheaton’s graduate assistantship positions, where
they cultivate resident communities and develop whole and effective
Christians. Students learn and work alongside Taylor alumnus Justin
Heth as they influence the lives of college students, learn to value
others in community, and grow spiritually. We invite YOU to explore
our program and be part of the spiritual growth and transformation of
God’s kingdom at Wheaton College Graduate School.

To learn more about the Student Development concentration in the
M.A. in Christian Formation & Ministry program, visit
WHEATON.EDU/STUDENTDEV2

The chaos should not cease. If there
is any day to channel your inner psychopath, today is the day. Really,
dress up like a pig and go hog wild.

4. Make the other team feel
comfortable

Taylor’s advantage in this game is
that the other team is confused and
unprepared for the mental game that
awaits them. Keep it that way.

5. Stop Believing

While the formula for Silent Night
is sure to render success, keep the
pep going and help lead our team
to victory.
No matter if you’re a freshman, senior, geek or jock, these tips are sure
to apply to your Silent Night group
therapy experience. It may even help
you avoid the biggest embarrassment
of your college career.
mind is always a viable option when
it comes to determining holiday
gifts. According to the always-reputable source WikiHow, hypnosis can
be a great way to pry the truth out
of your stubborn friend. One technique is pressing your hand firmly
against your roommate’s face and
repeating a chant for an hour or
two. In this case, I would suggest
something along the lines of “Santa must know, Santa must know.”
Another simple mind game is the
concept of inception. Like Leonardo
DiCaprio in that one movie, you’re
going to need to enter your roommate’s brain while he sleeps and
plant the idea of a gift in his mind
palace. That way you will know for
sure what he wants for Christmas
without even having to ask. Just
don’t get stuck in limbo. And tell
Joseph-Gordon Levitt who sent you.
Good luck!

Nugget

Will Severns

JUSTIN HETH M.A. ’07
WHEATON COLLEGE ASSOCIATE DEAN OF RESIDENCE LIFE
TAYLOR UNIVERSITY ALUM ’97

point is scored

The Weekly
“Chew on this…”

“The Student Development concentration offers
students an amazing opportunity to apply
learning to life as students acquire a top notch
degree and hands-on experience.”

4

There are two things I can count on
from my Uncle Bob: The mullet he
has had since my childhood, and the
$40 Target gift card he sends me every Christmas. I do not say this to diminish my uncle’s annual gift. On the
contrary, my Uncle Bob may be the
only one who realizes my love of $5
movies and deodorant. If that does
not solicit a “thank you,” then I don’t
know what does.
Your final Weekly Nugget of the semester: Thank you notes. Write them.
Now more than ever, it is important
for our generation to grasp the importance of writing thank you notes. I
will spare you the “you know, with an
envelope and a stamp” manner, but I
do suggest you take these letters of
gratitude seriously. Having worked at
summer camp, I will say that it was
pretty disheartening to have to teach
elementary students where the address goes on an envelope. But take
this Nugget as a challenge to incorporate this discipline into your own
gift receiving routine. Christmas is
obviously a great place to start, but
events like birthdays and graduations will inevitably bring the necessity of expressing thanks for someone
else’s effort.
The disclaimer (like most Weekly Nuggets) here is I need to work
on this category as well. My mother still has to remind me to send out
thank you letters, and if anything I am
preaching to the choir. But come December 26th, I hope we all can take a
step towards maturity by sitting down
with pen and paper. We talked about
praying for a heart of service in our
last Nugget, and similarly our selfish
hearts are often what stop us from
sitting down for a few minutes to
write out 1) A heartfelt thank you for
their kind gesture, 2) How the gift was

specifically meaningful to you and 3)
A final thank you and word of encouragement (Luke 6:45).
Speaking of gifts, you are now in for
a Christmas treat.
When I worked at Chick-fil-A, we
would occasionally make an extra order on accident. Well, consider this
next section an extra 12-count nugget
meal we are giving you for free.
Your Bonus 12-Count Nugget: My
roommate, Matt Rossi, and I recently
compiled a list of our favorite songs
from junior year here at Taylor. Not
only does each of these songs carry sentimental value for both of us,
but they could lead you down a rabbit trail of discovering some great
new music. We uploaded this tasty
conglomerate of a playlist, Matt and
Will’s Turkish Delight, on Spotify.
Enjoy.
1. Comrade - Volcano Choir
2. Regulate - Warren G & Nate
Dogg
3. Threaten Me with Heaven Vince Gill
4. Cavalier - James Vincent
McMarrow
5. Say It to Me Now - Glen
Hansard
6. Mouth of the Cave - Typhoon
7. Ocean (not Oceans) - John
Butler
8. Drinks after Work - Toby Keith
9. Untitled - Neutral Milk Hotel
10. Confrontation - Les Miserables
11. Warning Signs - Local Natives
12. Don’t Tell Me - Dale Earnhardt
Jr. Jr.
You do not have to write us a
thank you note for this list. But I
would not blame you if you did. Merry Christmas.
Will Severns is a senior and wants to
pose the question: “If you are not going to Relient K’s MMHMM Reunion
Tour in Indy next Thursday, what exactly are you doing to celebrate the end
of finals?”

We uploaded this tasty conglomerate of a
playlist, Matt and Will’s Turkish Delight, on
Spotify. Enjoy.
The Weekly Nugget
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Crazy Christmas catastrophes
Holiday madness takes
on a new meaning
Ian Proano
Contributor

Christmas may be a time of yuletide
and cheer. But it’s also a magnet for
zany and shocking circumstances
that can be story fodder for countless
family gatherings. Can you match
each crazy holiday happening to
its rightful owner?
Jordan Freitag

A. A cousin got just a tad
C. Christmas almost turned
bit too excited when opening into a trip to the emergency
presents. So much so that he room when the family cat atthrew up over all the packages! tempted to peel off someone’s
face with sharp claws and a
nasty attitude.
B. A trip down to Florida
turned into a Christmas in AlD. He was asked to put some
abama with Canadians, rants ornaments on the roof, but
about artificial food coloring managed to sprain his ankle
and a tornado.
while falling through it.
Anthony Pegues

Kelli Jean Collins

E. A Christmas road trip
to Michigan turned into one
bumpy sleigh ride when a
mom attempted to scrape the
ice off the windshield while
driving at 45 mph, leading
to a slip and slide course off
the road.

Write your answers here!
A. ________________________
B. ________________________
C. ________________________
D. ________________________
E. ________________________

Edward Patrick Neer

Ashley Miley

Photographs by Ian Proano

Answers: A. Jordan Fretag B. Ashley Miley C. Kellie Jean Collins D. Anthony Pegues E. Edward Patrick Neer

Bi-Weekly bachelor and bachelorette
Shayna Balting
“The more I do bigger
the smaller my haters
look.”
–Kayne West

Photograph provided by Shayna Balting

Nathan Tomcik
“I’m thinking about starting a gluten-free diet.”
–Nathan Tomcik

Photograph provied by Facebook

Humans of Upland #TaylorU’s
“(My bike’s) been stolen; it hadn’t
been stolen all fall . . . I end up going to the Sammy Open House . . .
and it’s sitting outside of Sammy!
I was so excited.” –Laura Craig

Echograms #TaylorU

Photograph by Paige Williams

TOP
TWEETS
Lauren Anderson @
 myfairlandy
There’s only two possible hairstyles
today: ponytail or wind-blown.
#tayloru #windiana
Sabrina Alaniz @
 princess_burna
I just blocked IWU on Twitter. Does
that make me #TaylorU ‘s number
1 fan? #TaylorGang
Emily Rachelle @EmilyRachelle15
#overheard “God has a plan for
your Chex Mix!” #what #TaylorU
Sullivan Finlay @
 hugebluemonster
Girl overheard walking to class:
“I can’t remember the last time
I had homework...so long ago.”
#freshman #tayloru
Dan McKenna @danyuhlMuhKenna
”I have this great idea, we will
remove paper towels from campus
so any spill is virtually impossible
to clean up!” -#TaylorU
Blythe todd @
 Justcallmeblith
Why does all of taylor’s campus
smell like a petting zoo? Hoping for
a live nativity scene. #tayloru
Brecken Mumford @breckydoo
There’s a squid sculpture in Metcalf
and that just makes me smile.
#tayloru

@cjkomarynsky: Merry Christmas from Broho! What a
great four years it’s been caroling with them around
campus! #merrychristmas #christmas #tayloru

@jay_dubzzzz: 2nd place in the English All Hall OpenHouse! #homealone #2NE #christmasopenhouse #tayloru #tutrojans #whereskevin #yafilthyanimal

William Hussey @WilliamHussey56
Looking up couple costumes for
me and @CChang65 for silent
night #TaylorU

A&E

“The concert begins with a feel of drawing in,
wondering what the mystery of Christ’s birth
is, and ends in outward celebration.”
Sing loud, sing joy, Sing Noel
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Alumna Katie Taylor speaks in Metcalf 002 about her non-profit company Film School Africa and their mission.

Alumna Katie Taylor
helps spark filmmakers
in South Africa
David Seaman
A&E Editor

The lights dimmed, the projector
screen flashed on and stories came
to life Thursday at 7 p.m. in Metcalf
002. Film School Africa, a non-profit
arts ministry founded by Taylor alum
Katie Taylor (’02), showed five films
in an informational and support-raising event.
From an outcast struggling to
fit into a changed society to a pintsized hero establishing peace, films
showed the humanity present in all of
us. Personal testimonies and scholarships gave an audience a sense of the
film school and why this encouraging
project needs funding.
According to Film School Africa’s
website, the organization’s mission
is to “harness the power of visual
arts, allowing disadvantaged youth
to crash through barriers and make
their dreams a reality.”
Through a business model that
unites promising students with a
small film production company,
young South Africans are enabled to

make money on community projects
and move steadily toward advanced
studio work. The results are educated
students with innovative ideas, finding a whole new world of prospective
jobs in the film industry.
“The work that Film School Africa is doing reflects the healing and
transformative power of art, love and
faith,” said professor of art history Rachel Smith. Conversations on taboo
issues such as drug addiction, poverty, violence and HIV/AIDS are explored
through the film medium, she added,
allowing students an opportunity to
share their stories.
“It’s important to understand
where the students are coming from,”
said Taylor, a former communication
studies major with a theatre arts minor. “When students start with us
they have never held a video camera
before. It’s not like jumping into a professional film school.”
With 50 students in the township
Kayamandi (which has a denser
population than New York City) and
9 new students in the resort town
Strand, Film School Africa has a growing student body. The film program
splits into four levels. Level one students use the cheapest film cameras
they can find, usually Sony or Canon
handhelds. Taylor explained that the

quality of the filming is not top priority for level one students.
“It’s more about teaching level one
students story structure and how to
create and build a story,” Taylor said.
“The technical story is the backend.”
Higher level students use nicer cameras with audio inputs and
jacks. These cameras are still rather
rudimentary compared to production
equipment at places such as Taylor.
“It’s not like they’re shooting on the
RED Epics!” Taylor laughed, referencing the top-notch cameras used in the
media communication department.
Besides the four film levels, Film
School Africa also has two levels
of photography along with a “Jungle Arts” photography class for 8–12
year olds. The film school includes
acting, poetry, hip-hop performance
and writing classes.
Despite the range of selections,
film is by far the most popular. The
unique storytelling and difficult
but rewarding work involved in the
shooting process attract many eager
young filmmakers.
Many of the films deal with the racial divide—how Africans feel they are
represented as people groups. Some
films tackle the lack of indoor plumbing and public toilets.
These films get to the core of

people’s life stories. “They’re personal
films, my favorite kinds,” Taylor said.
“When they talk about themselves
they are doing a lot of processing and
healing; they are looking at their own
traumas and looking at in in a different way.”
The students are given a sense of
control, many for the first time in
their lives. “They take apart the things
that happened to them and the things
they couldn’t control and are given
a position of power to go back and
make a movie on it,” Taylor said.
For Katie Taylor, Film School Africa
is another way for her to take control
of her life. After graduating from Taylor in 2002 and working in Hollywood
for a few years as an associate casting
director, Taylor decided to visit South
Africa for a mission trip in 2005. She
returned for six months in 2008 and
taught her first film class, and eventually moved to the country and started
the film school in 2010.
While many young organizations
struggle, the start-up process went
smoothly for Taylor. “I started with a
group of 13 students,” she said. “I only
expected to be there a couple months,
(to) do my time and then come back
and continue my Hollywood career.”
But what Taylor saw in that South
African township was a revelation.

6

FRIDAY

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

“Once I had the experience of being
there and watching students hold a
camera and edit on laptops, walking a red carpet in the end for their
own festival, that changed my life,”
she said. “I went back to Hollywood
to pay off the equipment and then I
moved back.”
Audiences were moved by the short
films shown yesterday, showing the
impact Taylor gave to the teens in
the township. Although the organization isn’t explicitly Christian, each
of the students have a God-given vision and talent.
“Through the mentorship of people like Katie Taylor and her South
African colleague, Marie Midcalf,
these young people are able to develop not only marketable skills but
a new vision of life and a better future
for themselves and their community,”
Smith said. Through Film School Africa, the care and kindness shone on
them introduces them to a truly tangible love of Christ. These are stories
worth seeing.
If you would like to donate to Film
School Africa, checks can be made
payable to the organization and sent to
901 Seneca Park, Lexington, KY 40515.
You can also donate online by going to
www.filmschoolafrica.org and clicking
the donate tab.

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

Taylor Chorale rehearses for “Sing Noel: Christmas Around the World.”

Sing loud, sing
joy, Sing Noel Snowflakes and sugarplums

Photograph provided by Marion CSA

The Marion Philharmonic and the Community School of the Arts present “The Nutcracker” tonight and Saturday.

Annual holiday concert
showcases best of
Taylor music
Ellie Vandegriff
Contributor

On Saturday the sounds of the Taylor
Chorale, Sounds, Wind Ensemble
and Ringers will resonate within the
walls of Rediger Chapel. Through
an international lens the birth of
Christ will be sung, performed and
spoken, bringing a unique worldly
perspective to the frozen cornfields
of Upland, Ind. The annual Sing
Noel concert incorporates Chorale
members’ cultures for its theme of
Christmas in all nations. Through
songs and Scripture readings, students will recite and perform in 11
worldwide languages.
“For all the verses that are going
to be read in different languages,
and the songs that we’ve chosen,
we have somebody in the Chorale
that represents that language,” said
senior Chorale officer Haley Kurr.
In the early days of “Sing Noel,”
the Taylor Chorale and Sounds
performed traditional Christmas
songs. Over the years, the concert grew into a more international experience.

“It seemed like we were leaving
out a big portion of our student
population by just focusing on
Christmas carols sung in English,”
said Chorale and Sounds director
JoAnn Rediger.
Chorale and Sounds are joined
by the Wind Ensemble and Ringers. The concert will follow chronologically follow the story of Christ’s
birth.
“It starts with the prophecy in Isaiah and the fulfillment of the prophecy, then the birth of the baby Jesus
and the shepherds coming and the
kings coming, and the music fits
this interwoven story,” Kurr said.
Keeping the details vague to
avoid spoiling the surprise, Chorale
chaplain and junior Alex Moore explained that the concert’s themes
interconnect.
“The concert begins with a feel
of drawing in, wondering what
the mystery of Christ’s birth is,
and ends in outward celebration,”
Moore said.
Because the concert takes place
after the Christmas banquet, the
prelude will begin half an hour early to encourage people to get seats
before the concert begins.
The performance takes place Saturday at 7:30 p.m. in Rediger Chapel.

Marion Philharmonic
and Community School
of the Arts collaborate
for “The Nutcracker”
Austin Lindner
Staff Writer

Sugar plum fairies, princes and rodent kings will take the stage of the F.
Ritchie Walton Performing Arts Center today and Saturday. The Marion
Community School of the Arts and
the Marion Philharmonic Orchestra
(MPO) will collaborate for the second
time in a production to produce “The
Nutcracker,” a classic composition
from composer Tchaikovsky.
Since the 19th century, “The Nutcracker” has resonated as a celebrated
seasonal work appreciated by audiences of all ages. Based on the story by
E.T.A. Hoffmann, the ballet taps into
feelings of nostalgia and innocence, set
to a beautiful and recognizable score.
“The ballet is a magical slice of time
that demonstrates the many levels of
expressive communication and enjoyment and appreciation for all involved,” said Taylor music professor
and Marion Philharmonic clarinetist
Christopher Bade.

Rehearsals for the ballet portion
of the performance began in August,
as students of the program began to
practice the intricate dances and set
changes within “The Nutcracker.” The
production will also feature performances from guest artists Melissa
Sandvig and Seth Belliston.
The production also incorporates
a live 28-player orchestra to accompany the movement on stage. Marion Philharmonic Director Alexander
Platt will be conducting the orchestra, working the demanding score to
reflect the choreography and design
elements onstage while remaining
true to Tchaikovsky’s original work.
According to the orchestra, the constrained time is the biggest challenge
in producing this classic composition.
The musicians will only have one
full rehearsal with the dancers prior
to the performance. “Tchaikovsky’s
music for ‘Nutcracker’ is very demanding and quite difficult to put
together,” Bade said. “Platt must negotiate the demanding score and
get quick results from the orchestra players.”
According to MPO personnel manager and principal horn Suzanne Rice,
the collaborative process between the

performers onstage and in the pit has
been a rewarding experience.
“It’s nice to work with community
partners, to see the various talents
that exist in the area and to see the
enthusiasm of the children and teens
in the production,” Rice said. “There
is a ton of behind-the-scenes collaborative work and cooperative effort
that has to take place from dedicated people . . . It’s gratifying to see it all
come together.”
The artists involved in the production also hope the audience takes
away more than just Christmas cheer
and excitement for the holidays.
“We must promote the great arts
community that exists already and
build it up by word of mouth, by attendance and by financial support
as well,” Bade said. “The arts present ‘ways of knowing’ about the human experience at levels of depth that
transcend the words written on the
page or ink on the score.”
Performances of “The Nutcracker”
will take place in the F. Ritchie Walton
Performing Arts Center in Marion at
7:30 p.m. on Dec. 5 and 1 p.m. on Dec.
6. Main floor seats are $30, with mezzanine and side sections at $25 and
balcony seats at $15.

O
PINIONS
Quarterback down

If you can ask me with latent aggression why
I am a vegetarian, as if the idea of abstention
remains preposterous in every situation, I
should be able to ask you why you eat meat
without having given it thought.
Think before you eat
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A Taylor Christmas

Running quarterbacks go
extinct as defenses figure
out how to contain them
Chris Yingling
Sports Editor

Fads can be fun, but they eventually die off.
And the NFL’s fad of young running quarterbacks is finally starting
to wane.
The future of NFL quarterbacks
changed in the supposed revolutionary year of 2012. Robert Griffin III
(RGIII) provided a unique play style
for the Redskins, Russell Wilson
found his running groove with the
Seahawks, Cam Newton entered his
second year of hard running with the
Panthers and Colin Kaepernick broke
playoff records with his legs.
The NFL quickly strayed from the
conventional quarterback. A signal
caller was valued more for his legs
than his arm. His 40-yard dash time
meant more than his accuracy drills.
Moving the sticks by scrambling for
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yards meant more than firing a bullet pass for a third-down conversion.
But now their legs have worn out.
Out of the successful quarterbacks
from 2012, only Andrew Luck has consistently stayed in the top 10 of NFL
quarterbacks. RGIII has struggled
with injuries, Newton hasn’t thrown
a good game all season, Kaepernick
has regressed from his Super Bowl
appearance two seasons ago and
even Wilson hasn’t found a consistent game.
The shell-shocked NFL defenses of
2012 game-planned around the running quarterback. When RGIII ran circles around opponents, teams took
notice and found a way to limit these
running quarterbacks. Suddenly,
rushing the quarterback had unforeseen risks. Protecting ribs and knees
became a priority, and the quarterback’s injury status was constantly
up in the air.
Now, the running quarterbacks are
being asked to stand in the pocket to
avoid getting hit. Trying to stay in one
position to find a downfield target is
like learning a whole new system of
quarterbacking without the option of
running the ball.
Some teams haven’t gotten the
memo. The Buffalo Bills drafted EJ
Manuel with the intent of turning
him into an RGIII-esque playmaker.
Rex Ryan and the New York Jets took a
shot with Geno Smith as a dual-threat
quarterback to revamp the franchise.
Both quarterbacks were drafted
last year. One is now riding the bench
and the other has been deemed incompetent by most fairweather

football fans.
The teams of the NFL have noticed
the success of Andrew Luck, the
young quarterback with the largest
chance of making a significant legacy for himself. He’s established his
game of making accurate throws and
standing strong in the pocket. He only
runs when he needs to pick up first
downs or dive for the end zone.
The college quarterback sphere
has now become an unusually scrutinized pack of athletes. Dual-threat
prospects like Mississippi State’s
Dak Prescott and Oregon’s Marcus
Mariota hold question marks above
their heads, while Connor Cook’s
status rises as the NFL reverts to loving the conventional strong, accurate quarterback.
Say goodbye to your favorite quarterback with wheels. He’ll be obsolete
in the next few years.

Michael Prihoda
Contributor

About the same amount of time it
takes to train a seeing-eye dog or
really understand a David Lynch
film—four years. That’s how long
I’ve been a vegetarian. Suffice it
to say I’m experienced. Whenever
somebody new finds out they ask,
bluntly, “Why?”
The question’s tone is usually an
outcry, as if I must adequately defend my position or be viewed as an
imbecile. I could as easily ask them
why they wear sweatpants on random Wednesdays, why they recently got a faux-hipster haircut when
they only started wearing red chinos last week or (perhaps the least
productive counterattack in the history of verbal interplay) why do you
eat meat? Oh, it tastes good. Oh, they
need protein.
Society demands I defend my abstinence. I will do so, discuss the overarching issue and ask something
in return.
My foremost personal reason: Animals deserve ethical treatment and
do not comprise an inherently necessary portion of a normal diet. Animals do not always receive humane
treatment in modern capitalist food
production (see Tyson Food’s abuse
of piglets from a few years back as
an example). My diet remains balanced without their addition. Thus,
I abstain.
I could explain how animals display semi-sentience: they can experience pain, fear and anxiety and
therefore deserve humane treatment. But I will go where most, if
not all, discussions should begin:
the Bible.
Proper stewardship of creation
informs our general Christian calling. Animals deserve holy reverence,
which should be considered when it
comes to our diets and lifestyles since
they affect God’s creation. Psalm

Helen Wilbers
Copy Editor

There are strange things done under the Upland sun
by the students who toil for grades;
Through dorm and hall they moan and call and make
their Polar raids.
Down ‘round the Loop these weary folk troop but
when finals week heaves into sight
They cast off study’s spell and attend Sing Noel, open
houses, and (oh) Silent Night.

As Christmas approaches, and winter encroaches,
and temperatures fall like a rock,
And Sammy and Swallow (the others soon follow)
would much rather drive than walk,
The deadlines crash down and the freshmen all
frown as they trudge over Zondervan way.
Fueled by the Bean, they’ll squint at a screen, and
squirm as their nerve-endings fray.
Now Taylor folk are quick to invoke the stress that
they must shoulder.
They enshrine G.P.A. and study away until their poor
faces look older.
But to work without break will a sorry man make—
and maybe a madman too—
And lead to temptation of procrastination and expanding the ol’ Netflix queue.

Photograph provided by Flickr user Keith Allison

Running quarterbacks, like RGIII,
have faced recent struggles.

Think before you eat
The real question is,
‘Why eat meat?’

With apologies to Robert W. Service

24:1 states this idea explicitly: “The
earth is the Lord’s, and everything
in it.” Nothing is mine. Not even the
food that disappears into my stomach (and certainly not when I flush it
down the toilet).
My supplementary reasons include
familial considerations and potential
health benefits. Pros and cons of vegetarianism are detailed in an almost
endless spiral. For every study showing positives, another exists in perfect
rebuttal. Arguments exist for the promotion and denigration of vegetarianism. Nobody seems to know anything
conclusively. It all resembles a presidential election.
Nonetheless, something undeniable remains, whatever your dietary
choices. The meat industry is bad.
Films like “Food, Inc.” and other investigations contain truth, whatever their exaggeration. Admittedly,
many other food-based industries also
use less-than-ethical practices. But I
am not proclaiming one choice evil
over another.
Lifestyle choices require critical thinking.
Eating meat is more privilege
than right.
I won’t try to dissuade anyone from
eating meat unless, perhaps, they ask
me directly and seem suggestible to
the notion. But I desire fairness. I admit I haven’t exhausted the available
research into animal ethics and vegetarianism. I should watch more documentaries, talk to more experts, read
more books, etc.
So should you.
If you can ask me with latent aggression why I am a vegetarian, as if the
idea of abstention remains preposterous in every situation, I should be able
to ask you why you eat meat without
having given it thought.
I’m not asking you to stop eating
meat. I’m asking you to consider the
practices behind your food and how
you can best honor God, yourself and
the environment with your diet.
Please think. The world needs it.

Dead Week’s purgatory: ‘twixt misery and glory, long
classes and sweet Christmas cheer
And spirits run high ‘neath the cold Upland sky ‘til
nobody can persevere.
Tradition’s the word, and with whooping absurd, forgetting they could fail
Don odd garb without shame and set off for the
game, though the cold pierces peacoats like nails.
Ten points!—oh the screams could fill Bish Taylor’s
dreams as the Trojans triumph again.
Sing Noel brings the tears as sweet sounds fill the
ears and they close with a heartfelt amen.
Open houses abound—from Penthouse to ground
the Morris men give it their all
And wee Swallow Robin can set hearts a-throbbin’,
and all others are sure to enthrall.
Then essays and projects, and exams so complex,
finished not a moment too soon.
Fridges unplugged and friends duly hugged they
head home by the light of the moon.
J-Term brings the snow and men’s boxers on show,
but now’s time for family and home.
The grades are what they are—much better by far to
make mem’ries within your brain’s dome!
There are strange things done under the Upland sun
by the students who toil for grades;
Through dorm and hall they moan and call and make
their Polar raids.
Down ‘round the Loop these weary folk troop but
when finals week heaves into sight
They cast off study’s spell and attend Sing Noel, open
houses, and (oh) Silent Night.

Illustration by Matthew Morse

Students suffer cold conditions to honor Taylor’s great traditions.

Let your voice be heard!
Are you opinionated? Join the campus discussion by contributing an editorial to Adam_Kelly@taylor.edu by Wednesday
at 5 p.m. Submissions are final and are edited for content and clarity. Please keep the word count to 500-700 words.

TROJAN NATION

The scoreboard lit up as the visiting team finally
took the floor. The crowd adopted its traditional
silence. Player’s shoe squeaks could be heard as play
began. Taylor took an early 7-5 lead.
Shooting for glory
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TAYLOR’S SILENT NIGHT 10TH POINT SHOOTERS
OF THE PAST AND WHERE THEY MADE THE SHOT

Shooting for glory
Trojans take national
spotlight in Taylor’s
favorite sporting event
Chris Yingling
Sports Editor

Thousands of people packed themselves into Odle Arena. Students
dressed in wacky costumes. The extended pre-game ceremony was raucous as the crowd anticipated Taylor’s
biggest sporting event of the year.
The scoreboard lit up as the visiting team finally took the floor. The
crowd adopted its traditional silence.
Player’s shoe squeaks could be heard
as play began. Taylor took an early
7-5 lead.
Then-sophomore guard Kyle Stidom found Ben Raichel (’14) in the
left corner. Raichel let go a high

three-point shot behind the arc.
You know the rest.
With Raichel graduated, the Taylor men’s basketball team will look
for a new Silent Night 10th-point
shooter tonight. Several players have
made themselves viable candidates
this season. Taylor features six players who score an average of seven or
more points a game.
“We really don’t care who scores the
10th point—it could be anybody,” said
senior guard Jesse Coffey. “We’ll take
the shots they give us and hopefully
knock them down.”
Unfortunately, it’s nearly impossible for one to pinpoint exactly who
will score that shot for the Trojans
and how he will score it.
However, history leaves a few hints.
The bread crumbs of 10th-points
past show the fact that the golden

as a player who fits comfortably into
all three categories. The 6’3” guard
has found his groove behind the arc
this year, hitting 24 three-pointers
this year in eight games (three-pergame average). He’s also hit 10 free
basket has been scored by a guard throws this year with a 71.4 percent
every year since 2004. In addition mark from the line.
to Raichel’s most recent three-point
Junior guard Stidom also stands a
bucket, Casey Coons (’13) scored the good chance at taking the shot for
final point in all four of his years with the Trojans. The guard that plays
Taylor basketball. The trend extends like a forward has only six made
back to Erik Ford (’06) when he sunk baskets behind the arc but has
been the most consistent free throw
his shots in 2004 and 2005.
History also shows that the shot shooter for the Trojans. Stidom has
comes from one of two places. Of 19/22 from the charity stripe this
the past ten shots, five have come year, good for a team-best 86.4 free
from behind the three-point arc, throw percentage.
“Our game plan will not differ bewhile another four came from
the free-throw line, leaving fans cause of the game or anything,” Stiwith either a dramatic trifecta or dom said. “We want to enjoy the
a mood-killing attempt from the experience of the game, but at the
charity stripe.
same time, stick to what we do best.”
So who are we looking for this
Freshman forward Keaton Henyear? A guard. One who can shoot dricks could throw a wrench into
three-pointers. And isn’t afraid of history. Hendricks has enjoyed a fanshooting free throws.
tastic first season with Taylor, despite
Immediately, Coffey comes to mind only starting three of eight games,
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Hendricks leads the team in points
per game (14.5) and is second in
minutes per game (26). He’s a sharpshooter from the three with a 60 percent record beyond the arc. He’s only
missed one of his 20 free throws this
year and has been a force inside this
season as well.
Regardless who makes the big shot,
he joins an illustrious rank of men.
Scoring the tenth point puts a mark
on Taylor history.
“Being part of such a valued Taylor
tradition is something to feel good
about,” Raichel said. “Once the 10th
point is scored, there’s no better atmosphere to play in.”
One thing’s for sure: The team is excited for this game
“For our guys, breaking the silence
means igniting the best home crowd
in the nation,” said head coach Josh
Andrews. “So as the coach, I look
forward to the 10th point and the
support of passionate fans for the
duration of the game.”
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